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It has been 728 Days since we were last here (not that we’ve 

been counting!) and it is absolutely fantastic to be back. Good 

times and bum times, we’ve seen them all and, my dear, we’re 

still here.  (With apologies to the late great Stephen Sondheim) 

So what have we learnt, or been reminded of, since we last 

met in December 2019? 

1. You can’t sing together as a choir on Zoom! The mute (or 

mute all) button, however, is a choir leaders friend!  

2. City Voices Cardiff is as much a community as a choir 

3. Singing together develops a sense of belonging and 

connection that transcends small pictures on a computer!  

4. Our pianists and choristers have very understanding 

neighbours! 

We were into early rehearsals for our Be Inspired programme in March 2020 when, 

like many other organisations, we decided to take a couple of weeks off whilst this 

Covid ‘thing’ blew over. We moved to Zoom and rehearsal videos and then it became 

clear that we were, like the rest of the world, in for a long bumpy ride. We put 

together our first virtual choir piece in July 2020 with our performance of You’ll Never 

Walk Alone/Climb Ev’ry Mountain and then thought about coming back together to 

perform at Christmas 2020. Again a physical gathering proved impossible but we put 

together a virtual concert of our festive favourites with some solos and readings to 

round out the year. Again we hoped to resurrect our Be Inspired programme for June 

2021 but again we were thwarted. We focused instead on helping our good friends at 

Forget-Me-Not-Chorus with celebrating their 10th Birthday online. We did finally get 

together on the banks of the River Taff at Cardiff Rowing Club at the end of June to 

sing and meet in person for the first time in over a year. And it was GLORIOUS.  

Since September we’ve been gathering, distanced and masked, to put together what 

you’ll hear this afternoon. It has been so important for so many reasons to gather 

again as a community, and whilst there are still obstacles to being back to ‘normal’ 

we hope our concert brings a little festive cheer and that 2022 will be better than 

what 2020 and 2021 has thrown at us. We hope you’ll join us in July as we Sing the 

Musicals. Keep an eye out for more details soon.  

SIMON CURTIS—CITY VOICES MUSICAL DIRECTOR DECEMBER 2021
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Festive Overture: The Joy of Christmas 
Gordon Thornett Orchestra 

Shout for Joy 
Words and Music by Ted Ricketts and Derric Johnson Full Company 

Once in Royal David’s City 
Words by C. F. Alexander 

Music by H. J. Gauntlett harmonised by A. H. Mann 
Verse 6 arranged Stephen Cleobury 

Full Company 
and Audience 

The World for Christmas 
Words and Music by Anders Edenroth 

Full Company 

Carol of the Bells 
Words by Peter J. Wilhousky 
Music by Mykola Leontovich 

arranged by David Moser KcKay and Jeffery L. Ames 

Full Company 

Ding Dong Merrily on High 
Words by G. R. Woodward (1848-1934) 

16th Century French Carol 
arranged by Mack Wilberg 

Full Company 

God rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 
English Traditional Carol 

arranged by David Willcocks 

Full Company 
and Audience 

Glow 
Words by Edward Esch 
Music by Eric Whitacre 

Full Company 

The Colours of Christmas 
Patrick Hawes 

Orchestra 

Breath of Heaven 
Words and Music by Amy Grant and Chris Eaton 

Rachael Cook 
with Full Company 

Hallelujah 
Words from King James Bible, compiled by Charles Jennens  

Music by George Frederic Handel 
Orchestration by W. A. Mozart KV572 

Full Company 

Act One 

www.CityVoicesCardiff.com 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The unauthorised use of recording device, either audio or video, is strictly prohibited.  

Out of courtesy to the performers and everyone in the audience, please refrain from 

using cell phones and electronic devices during the performance.  



Overture to Cinderella 
Music by Richard Rodgers 

Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II 
Orchestra 

Joyful, Joyful 
Music by Ludwig van Beethoven 

arrangement by Mervyn Warren and Roger Emerson 

Laura Clarke with 
Full Company 

My Christmas Tree 
Words by Jack Feldman 
Music by Alan Menken 

Full Company 

Rejoice With Exceeding Great Joy / We Three Kings 
Words and Music by  

Lanny Lavon Wolfe and John Henry Hopkins 
Full Company 

Good King Wenceslas 
Tune from Piae Cantiones arr. By Reginal Jacques 

Words by J. M. Neale 

Full Company 
and Audience 

Bethlehem 
Words by Alain Boublil, Edward Hardy and Stephen Clark 

Music by Claude-Michel Schonberg 
Full Company 

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 
Music and Lyrics by Johnny Marks 

arranged by Richard Hayman 
Orchestra 

The 12 Days of Christmas 
Traditional English Carol 
arranged by John Rutter 

Full Company 
and Audience 

Santa Claus is Comin’ to Town 
Words by Haven Gillespie 

Music by J. Fred Coots 
Full Company 

O come, all ye faithful 
Adeste fideles   Words and Music by J. F. Wade 

arranged by David Wilcocks 

Full Company 
and Audience 

Little Town 
Words and Music by Phillips Brook and Chris Eaton 

arranged by Joshua Spacht 
 

Full Company 

Act Two 
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Our nominated charity for 2022 is 


