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As I type these programme notes it seems incredible that we once again find ourselves 
preparing for the festive season. I shouldn’t be that surprised because the choir and I have 
been rehearsing Christmas carols since September, but with such a short term the concert 
suddenly looms into view and the Santa hats need to come out of storage! 

Firstly a huge thank you to our audience from our summer concert ENCORE who raised a 
wonderful £1,310.81 for our nominated charity CHILD BEREAVEMENT UK. To put that 
donation into context this will allow the charity to offer a family a package of face to face 
support for at least 12 months. We will once again be raising money for them today with 
our raffle and retiring collection.  

Concert-wise we’ve been a little late starting this term. Only a couple of weeks ago 90 
singers from the choir toured to Bournemouth for a weekend and performed 4 concerts. 
We’ve performed at Cyncoed Methodist Church fundraising for their ‘Soup Run’. On the 
13th you’ll find us at John Lewis carol-singing at 6pm, the 16th finds us at a private event 
at Cardiff Golf Club and then we finish at the Wales Millennium Centre for their Christmas 
Party at 5.45pm on the 21st December. Do come and see us on the 13th or the 21st.  

May I, on behalf of everyone in City Voices, wish you and yours a wonderful festive period 

and a Happy and Peaceful New Year! See you in 2017 when we bring you the sequel to 

LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES!                              Simon Curtis—Musical Director December 2016 



Friends of City Voices Cardiff pay an annual subscription 

and get the following in return: 

 A ticket to our 2 primary concerts each year 

 Specially reserved prime concert seating 

 Free concert programme 

 Access to a dedicated FoCVC area of our website 
 

By joining this scheme your funds will help us considerably to manage our 

substantial cost challenges, in particular hire of rehearsal and performance 

venues. More importantly, it will help us in our efforts to continue raising 

money for our nominated charities.  

If you would like to join the scheme please email our Friends 

Administrator at  friends@cityvoicescardiff.com  

or pick up a leaflet in the foyer 
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Verse 1  -  EVERYBODY 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled: 

Joyful all ye nations rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies, 

With th’angelic host proclaim, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem, 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn King.  

 

Verse 2  -  CHOIR ONLY 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold him come 

Offspring of a virgin’s womb: 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 

Hail th’incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel.  

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn King.  

 

Verse 3  -  EVERYBODY 

Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

Ris’n with healing in his wings; 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth.  

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn King.  

 

Words by Charles Wesley (1707-88) 

Verse 1  -  EVERYBODY 

Once in royal David’s city 

Stood a lovely cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby 

In a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

Verse 2  -  CHOIR ONLY 

He came down to earth from heaven 

Who is God and Lord of all, 

And his shelter was a stable, 

And his cradle was a stall; 

With the poor, and mean, and lowly, 

Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 

Verse 3  -  EVERYBODY 

And through all his wondrous childhood 

He would honour and obey, 

Love, and watch the lowly maiden, 

In whose gentle arms he lay; 

Christian children all must be 

Mild, obedient, good as he.  
 

Verse 4  -  EVERYBODY 

For he is our childhood’s pattern, 

Day by day like us he grew, 

He was little, weak and helpless, 

Tears and smiles like us he knew; 

And he feeleth for our sadness, 

And he shareth in our gladness. 
 

Verse 5 -  CHOIR ONLY 

And our eyes at last shall see him, 

Through his own redeeming love, 

For that child so clear and gentle 

Is our Lord in heaven above; 

And he leads his children on 

To the place where he is gone. 
 

Verse 6  -  EVERYBODY 

Not in that poor lowly stable, 

With oxen standing by, 

We shall see him; but in heaven, 

Set at God’s right hand on high; 

When like stars his children crowned 

All in white shall wait around.  

Words by C. F. Alexander (1818-95) 



 

 

Verse 1  -  EVERYBODY 

O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee tonight. 

 

Verse 2  -  CHOIR ONLY 

How silently, how silently,  

The wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

The blessings of his heav’n.  

No ear may hear his coming; But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will received him, still 

The dear Christ enters in. 

 

Verse 3  -  EVERYBODY 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in,  

Be born is us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

The great glad tidings tell: 

O come to us, abide with us, 

Our Lord Emmanuel.  

 

Words by Phillips Brook (1835-93) 
 

Verse 1  -  EVERYBODY 

It came upon the midnight clear, 

That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth 

To touch their harps of gold: 

‘Peace on the earth, goodwill to men, 

From heav’n’s all gracious King!’ 

The world in solemn stillness lay 

To hear the angels sing 

Verse 2  -  CHOIR ONLY 

Still through the cloven skies they come, 

With peaceful wings unfurled; 

And still their heav’nly music floats 

O’er all the weary world; 

Above its sad and lowly plains 

They bend on hov’ring wing; 

And ever o’er its Babel sounds 

The blessed angels sing.  
 

Verse 3  -  CHOIR ONLY 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife 

The world has suffered long; 

Beneath the angel strain have rolled 

Two thousand years of wrong; 

And man, at war with man, hears not 

The love song which they bring: 

O hush the noise, ye men of strife, 

And hear the angels sing! 
 

Verse 4  -  EVERYBODY 

For Lo! the days are hastening on, 

By prophet bards foretold, 

When, with the ever circling years 

Comes round the age of gold; 

When peace shall over all the earth 

Its ancient spendours fling, 

And the whole world give back the song 

Which now the angels sing. 
 

Words by E. H. Sears (1810-76) 
 
 

6 Verses  -  EVERYBODY SINGS THE CHORUS 

 

The rising of the sun, 

And the running of the deer, 

The playing of the merry organ, 

Sweet singing in the choir. 

 

Traditional English Carol 



Fanfare / Hark! the herald-angels sing 
Words by Charles Wesley (1707-88) 

Music by F. Mendelssohn (1809-47), V.3 arranged by David Willcocks 

Full Company 
AND AUDIENCE 

Away in a Manger 
Words anon. (19th cent. American) 

Melody by W. J. Kirkpatrick (1838-1921) arranged by David Willcocks 
Full Company 

Carol of the Bells 
Words by Peter J. Wilhousky (1902-78)  

Music by Mykola Leontovich (1877-1921) 
Full Company 

Once in royal David’s city 
Words by C. F. Alexander (1818-95) 

Music by H. J. Gauntlett (1805-76) harmonised by A. H. Mann 
Verse 6 arranged by Stephen Cleobury 

Full Company 
AND AUDIENCE 

O little town of Bethlehem 
Words by Phillips Brook (1835-93) 

English traditional melody arr. by R. Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
Verse 3 arranged by Stephen Cleobury 

Full Company 
AND AUDIENCE 

Silent Night 
Words by Josef Mohr (1792-1848) 

Music by Franz Gruber (1787-1863), arranged by Barry Rose 
Full Company 

This is the truth sent from above 
Trad. Herefordshire collected and arranged by R. Vaughan Williams 

Full Company 

The Wexford Carol 
Words by Grattan Flood (1859-1928) 

Irish traditional melody arranged by Ben Parry 
Full Company 

It came upon the midnight clear 
Words by E. H. Sears (1810-76) 

English traditional melody adapted by Arthur Sullivan (1842-1900) 
Verse 4 arranged by Stephen Cleobury 

Full Company 
AND AUDIENCE 

The Holly and the Ivy 
English traditional carol by John Gardner (1917-2011) 

Full Company 
AND AUDIENCE 

White Winter Hymnal 
Words and Music by Robin Pecknold (1986- ) Full Company 

Jingle Bells 
Words and melody by J. Pierpont (1822-93) 

arranged by David Willcocks 
Full Company 



Fanfare 
By Christopher Mowat 

Orchestra 

Good King Wenceslas 
Words by J. M. Neale (1818-66) 

Melody from Piae Cantiones (1582), arranged by Reginald Jacques 

Full Company 
AND AUDIENCE 

Fanfare / O come, all ye faithful 
Tr. F. Oakeley, W. T. Brooke and others 

Words and melody by J. F. Wade (c. 1711-1786) 
Verse 1 & 2 arr. by David Willcocks, Verse 3 & 4 arr. by David Hill 

Full Company 
AND AUDIENCE 

Fum, fum, fum 
Traditional Spanish Dance Carol 

Arranged by Alice Parker and Robert Shaw 
Full Company 

The Lamb 
Words by William Blake (1757-1827) 

Music by Sir John Tavener (1944-2013)  
Full Company 

While shepherds watched their flocks 
Words by Nahum Tate (1652-1715) 

Este’s Psalter (1592), Verse 6 arranged by David Willcocks 

Full Company 
AND AUDIENCE 

God rest you merry, gentlemen 
English traditional carol, arranged by David Willcocks 

Full Company 
AND AUDIENCE 

Carol of the Russian Children / The Sleigh 
Traditional White Russian Carol /  

Words and Music by Richard Kountz 
Full Company 

Sleigh Ride 
Music by Leroy Anderson, arranged by Roger Harvey 

Orchestra 

The twelve days of Christmas 
English traditional carol, arranged by John Rutter (1945- ) 

Full Company 
AND AUDIENCE 

The World for Christmas 
Words and Music by Anders Edenroth (1963- ) Full Company 

A Christmas Carol 
Scrooge 

Words and Music by Leslie Bricusse (1931- ) 

Full Company 



Verse 1  -  EVERYBODY 

Good King Wenceslas look’d out 

On the Feast of Stephen, 

When the snow lay round about, 

Deep, and crisp, and even: 

Brightly shone the moon that night, 

Though the frost was cruel, 

When a poor man came in sight, 

Gath’ring winter fuel.  
 

Verse 2   

MEN ONLY 

‘Hither, page, and stand by me, 

If thou know’st it, telling, 

Yonder peasant, who is he? 

Where and what his dwelling?’ 

LADIES AND CHILDREN ONLY 

‘Sire, he lives a good league hence, 

Underneath the mountain, 

Right against the forest fence, 

By Saint Agnes’ fountain,’ 
 

Verse 3   

MEN ONLY 

‘Bring me flesh, and bring me wine, 

Bring me pinelogs hither: 

Thou and I will see him dine, 

When we bear them thither.’ 

EVERYBODY 

Page and monarch, forth they went, 

Forth they went together: 

Through the rude wind’s wild lament 

And the bitter weather. 

 

Verse 4  

LADIES AND CHILDREN ONLY 

‘Sire the night is darker now, 

And the wind blows stronger; 

Fails my heart, I know not how; 

I can go no longer.’ 

MEN ONLY 

‘Mark my footsteps, good my page; 

Tread thou in them boldly; 

Thou shalt find the winter’s rage 

Freeze thy blood less coldly,’ 

Verse 5 

EVERYBODY 

In his master’s steps he trod. 

Where the snow lay dinted; 

Heat was in the very sod 

Which the saint had printed. 

Therefore, Christian men, be sure, 

Wealth or rank possessing, 

Ye who now will bless the poor, 

Shall yourselves find blessing.  
 

Words by J. M. Neale (1818-66) 
 

Verse 1  -  EVERYBODY 

O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him 

Born the King of Angels: 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

Verse 2 -  CHOIR ONLY 

God of God,  

Light of Light, 

Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 

Very God,  

Begotten, not created: 

O come, let us adore him…….. 
 

Verse 3 -  EVERYBODY 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above; 

Glory to God 

In the highest;  

O come, let us adore him…….. 
 

Verse 4 -  EVERYBODY 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

Born on Christmas morning. 

Jesu, to thee be glory giv’n; 

Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing: 

O come, let us adore him…….. 

Words by J. F. Wad (c. 1711-1786) 



Verse 1  -  EVERYBODY 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 

All seated on the ground, 

The angel of the Lord came down, 

And glory shone around. 
 

Verse 2  - EVERYBODY 

‘Fear not,’ said he (for mighty dread 

Had seized their troubled mind); 

‘Glad tidings of great joy I bring 

To you and all mankind.’ 
 

Verse 3  -  EVERYBODY 

‘To you in David’s town this day 

Is born of David’s line 

A Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 

And this shall be the sign;’ 
 

Verse 4  -  EVERYBODY 

‘The heav’nly Babe you there shall find 

To human view displayed, 

All meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 

And in a manger laid,’ 
 

Verse 5  -  EVERYBODY 

Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith 

Appeared a shining throng 

Of angels praising God, who thus 

Addressed their joyful song: 
 

Verse 6  -  EVERYBODY 

‘All glory be to God on high, 

And to the earth be peace; 

Goodwill henceforth from heav’n to men 

Begin and never cease,’ 
 

Words by Nahum Tate (1652-1715) 
 

Verse 1  -  EVERYBODY 

God rest you merry, gentlemen, 

Let nothing you dismay, 

For Jesus Christ our Saviour 

Was born upon this day, 

To save us all from Satan’s power 

When we were gone astray: 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, 

O tidings of comfort and joy.  

Verse 2 -  CHOIR ONLY 

From God our heav’nly Father 

A blessed angel came, 

And unto certain shepherds 

Brought tidings of the same, 

How that in Bethlehem was born 

The Song of God by name; 

O tidings of comfort and joy, …….. 
 

Verse 3 -  EVERYBODY 

The shepherds at those tidings 

Rejoiced much in mind, 

And left their flocks afeeding 

In tempest, storm and wind, 

And went to Bethlehem straightway 

This blessed babe to find 

O tidings of comfort and joy, ……... 
 

Verse 4 -  CHOIR ONLY 

But when to Bethlehem they came, 

Whereat this infant lay, 

They found him in a manger, 

Where oxen feed on hay; 

His mother Mary kneeling, 

Unto the Lord did pray 

O tidings of comfort and joy, …….. 
 

Verse 5 -  EVERYBODY 

Now to the Lord sing praises, 

All you within this place, 

And with true love and brotherhood 

Each other now embrace; 

This holy tide of Christmas 

All others doth efface; 

O tidings of comfort and joy, …….. 
 

English traditional carol 
 

 

A Partridge in a Pear Tree, 

Two Turtle Doves, Three French Hens, 

Four Calling Birds, Five Gold Rings, 

Six Geese a Laying, Seven Swans a Swimming,  

Eight Maids a Milking, Nine Ladies Dancing, 

Ten Lords a Leaping, Elev’n Pipers Piping 

Twelve Drummers Drumming. 

 

English traditional carol 



Keep an eye on our website for further dates and details 

In eight years City Voices Cardiff have performed over 50 concerts, producing 20 of those 

ourselves. By performing these concerts we have been able to raise over £50,000 for 

various charities.  

We are honoured to perform our main concerts here at St David’s Hall, recently identified 

as one of the 10 best sounding concert halls in the world, but ticket sales, even for sold-

out concerts, rarely cover the true cost of an event. The shortfall is made up by our 

modest yearly subscriptions paid by our members and by the generous contribution of 

our supporters. We are, therefore, always happy to welcome new supporters.  

If you or your company wishes to become a sponsor of City Voices Cardiff, there are many 

promotional options available. As a sponsor, your name/logo will feature on our 

promotional materials i.e. our website, targeted mailing list, posters and flyers, as well as 

being featured in our concert programmes. Sponsorship will generally be allocated to the 

choir’s main funds. However, you may wish the sponsorship to be directed toward a 

specific project—for example a particular concert, commission, private function or PR 

event. You might also consider sponsoring a specific part of the concert, and we have our 

10th Anniversary year approaching. As an alternative you could pay for an advertisement 

in our programme. We can tailor any of the above options to meet your needs. In 

exchange we can offer a variety of rewards depending on the size of the sponsorship, 

including private performances.  

To discuss sponsorship further, please contact  

simon@cityvoicescardiff.com with your requirements. 



Rhiannon Pritchard Assistant Musical Director and Principal Accompanist 

Rhiannon graduated from the Royal 

Welsh College of Music and Drama in 

2009 after studying under the tutelage of 

Richard McMahon.  

She has been awarded many prizes for her 

work as an accompanist and répétiteur 

including the Welsh National Youth Opera 

Seligman Award, the RWCMD Mansel 

Thomas prize and Accompanist Prize, and 

Gwobr Goffa Eleri Evans, the accompanist 

prize at the National Eisteddfod.  

Rhiannon was accepted for the late Yehudi Menuhin’s musician scheme, Live Music Now, in 

2009, and performs all over the country in recitals and workshops. Other accompanying roles 

include: Welsh National Opera, RWCMD, the Wales International Academy of Voice, Llangollen 

International Eisteddfod, the National Eisteddfod, The Music in the Vale Competition, and the 

Bryn Terfel Scholarship. She also works extensively as a piano tutor and vocal coach.  

Rhiannon is accompanist and deputy conductor of the recently awarded BBC Choir of the Year 

2014, Côr CF1, as well as accompanist of Côr y Gleision, City Voices Cardiff (also Assistant Music 

Director), and the Morriston RFC Male Voice Choir. Her choral roles have seen her travel to South 

Africa, America, Canada and Europe. 



Simon Curtis Musical Director 

Simon was born in Hertfordshire and developed a love of all aspects of live theatre after he 
left school, primarily at the Kenneth More Theatre in Ilford. He performed in over 50 
straight plays, music theatre and opera productions there over a 10 year period, as well as 
stage managing and being music director for many others.  

Until 2012 he was a full time professional singer performing with many of the leading 
opera companies throughout the UK including Glyndebourne, D’Oyly Carte and The Royal 
Opera House, Covent Garden. From 2001 until 2012 he was a member of Welsh National 
Opera, with whom he performed and understudied a large number of roles, including the 
title role in Jephtha and Kromow in The Merry Widow alongside Lesley Garrett, which was 
broadcast on the BBC.  

His concert work is extensive, having appeared at the Royal Albert Hall, Queen Elizabeth 
Hall, St Johns Smith Square, Symphony Hall Birmingham, The Bridgewater Hall 
Manchester, The Royal Centre Nottingham and many other venues in the UK and Europe. 

Simon has been a conductor, vocal coach and arranger for Sing Live UK, course tutor for 
the National Youth Choir of Wales, Director of the RWCMD’s Community Choirs, worked 
with the WNO Community Choir on an operatic FlashMob and was music director of City 
Voices Bristol from 2011 to 2014. Simon is very proud to have founded and been music 
director of City Voices Cardiff since 2008. 

Simon works for Equity as its National Organiser for Wales and Regional Organiser for the 
South West, and still flexes his vocal chords when time allows! 





 

Registered Charity No. 1040419 

Child Bereavement UK supports families in many different ways when a baby or child dies or is 

dying, or when a child is facing bereavement. The charity also importantly trains over 6000 

professionals, helping them to better understand and meet the needs of grieving families. 

Child Bereavement UK was founded and launched in September 1994 with the support of Diana, 

Princess of Wales who took a particular interest in bereavement issues. 

The charity’s vision is for all families to have the support they need to rebuild their lives, when a 

child grieves or when a child dies. 

The issues faced by the charity are huge.  The facts speak for themselves: 

· A parent of children under 18 dies every 22 minutes in the UK; around 23,600 a year. This 
equates to around 111 children being bereaved of a parent every day. 

· 1 in 29 schoolchildren has been bereaved of a parent or sibling - that's a child in every class. 

· Each year over 2000 children and young people die between the ages of 1 and 19 as a result 
of illness or accident – that is around 6 children per day. 

· Every year nearly 4000 babies are stillborn and another 2500 die within 4 weeks of birth. 

· 1 in 5 pregnancies ends in miscarriage. 

· Each year, around 6000 families are bereaved by suicide. 

Bereavement is a very difficult subject and often gets brushed under the carpet.  The charity works 

tirelessly to ensure that this does not happen and supports bereaved families 24 hours a day.  It is 

not a large charity and relies entirely on donations. 

Child Bereavement UK have sent us this message for our concert: 

We would like to say a huge thank you to City Voices Cardiff, their audiences and supporters. 
Your support means we have been able to support more bereaved children and families suffering 
the loss of a child than ever before. The loss of a family member and the aftermath of that loss 
on people of all ages can have a huge impact on families, we want to be there to support as 
many people as possible. At your summer concert you helped to raise £1,310.81 which is enough 
to enable a family to receive a package of face to face support for a minimum of 12 months.  

Thank you all so much for all your continued support, have a great Christmas and enjoy the 
show.  


